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POETRY: A Magazine of Verse 
MATERNITY 

/ am here, my beloved 

Sturdy is earth, 
Dull and mighty, 
Unresentful. 

Of her own fertility 
Covering her scars 
With healing green. 

You cannot anger earth, 
You cannot cause her pain, 
Nor make her remember 
Your hungry, querulous love. 

At last your unwilling body 
She tranquilly accepts, 
And turns it to her uses. 

EPITAPHS 

I 

Here lies a lady 

Who smothered before she died — 

Crushing every impulse of her soul 

For prudence sake. 

Only her body lived 

To be buried. 
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